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AAC & Literacy  
Best Practice  

Study Days

The fourth in a series of AAC & literacy based days. 
This day will address the needs of children in both special & mainstream schools 

and be suitable for both professionals & family members. 
Keynote Speaker: Maureen Donnelly

Costs: £65 members, £75 non-members and £40 family members.

Wednesday 29 April 2020 
Lockleaze Sports Centre, Bonnington Walk, Lockleaze, BRISTOL, BS7 9FJ
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Communication Matters is delighted to present our fourth AAC and Literacy Study 
Day. This event has been organised as a response to the interest generated by Karen 
Erickson, our keynote speaker at the Communication Matters International AAC 
Conference held in September last year. Karen addressed  “…….the importance of 
spelling and writing as an integrated part of AAC”. Our speakers will be addressing 
the literacy needs and the implementation of literacy instruction for children as well 
as older learners in both special and mainstream schools.

Who is the study day aimed at?
The whole team!
• Parents and family members
• Teaching and Learning Staff from both mainstream and special schools
• Health professionals including Speech and Language Therapists

Proposed learning outcomes:
• Increased understanding of the wider issues surrounding literacy acquisition for 

AAC users and the opportunity to discuss with other practitioners
• Develop knowledge of teaching literacy and awareness of effective practice 
• Practical experience of literacy learning resources available to support AAC users

Summary



Provisional Timetable

Keynote Speaker: Maureen Donnelly
Write On! Supporting AAC Users as Beginning Writers Today, Tomorrow, 
and Beyond 
In this session, we’ll talk about the role and importance of writing in 
the lives of people who use AAC. Whereas many people hesitate to 
introduce writing instruction, this session will highlight not only the 
relevance of writing to AAC users, but also how to support all students in getting started. 
Firstly, outlining how writing drives and informs literacy and language development. Next, 
introducing the concept and requirements of alternative pencils as well as identify some 
key instructional priorities for getting started. Finally, charting how parents, teachers and 
therapists can support the developmental writing needs of students across the spectrum 
of beginners.
Maureen Donnelly is an early childhood educator who has taught students of diverse 
abilities and ages. She received a B.S. from Cornell University and an M.Ed from the 
University of New Hampshire, where she studied under Karen Erickson, the Director of 
the Center for Literacy & Disability Studies at Chapel Hill. 

Parallel Teaching Sessions 
Presentations on the issues and strategies that relate directly to the challenges faced in 
delivering comprehensive literacy instruction to those who use AAC and the challenges 
faced in acquiring those skills.

Plenary Speaker: Helen Hewson
Literacy - An AAC User Perspective

Table Top Sessions
Short practical sessions that will provide delegates the opportunity to work in small 
groups looking at resources, equipment, thoughts and strategies currently available 
to support and encourage the teaching of literacy to AAC users. These sessions will be 
repeated throughout the day. Incorporates an exhibition of products that directly relate to 
AAC and literacy.

Panel Discussion
Two parallel Q and A sessions on literacy instruction; one focusing on children and the 
other on older learners.

More information to follow.



BOOKING FORM

AAC & Literacy Best Practice
Wednesday 29 April 2020, Lockleaze Sports Centre, Bristol

Name:  _______________________________________Role: ______________________________

Organisation:  ____________________________________________________________________

Address (including Postcode): ______________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________

Tel:  _______________________ Email (must be given): ________________________________

I heard about this event from:  _____________________________________________________

Please send this form (with cheque or purchase order, if appropriate) to:
Communication Matters (Study Day), 3rd Floor, University House, University of Leeds, Leeds, LS2 9JT

T: 0113 343 1533  E: admin@communicationmatters.org.uk  www.communicationmatters.org.uk

Dietary Requirements:    Vegetarian   Vegan   Other ___________________________

Delegate Fee (includes lunch and refreshments; no VAT payable):

 £75 not a current member of Communication Matters
 £143 delegate fee + Individual Membership of Communication Matters for Jan to Dec 2020
 £65 current member of Communication Matters - membership number: MB________
 £50 AAC user / family who is not a current member of Communication Matters
    I will be bringing a Personal Support Assistant
       Name: _________________________   Vegetarian   Vegan   Other _________
    I have never been a member - I wish to apply for 1 year’s free membership
 £40 AAC user / family who is a current member of Communication Matters 
  - membership number: MB________
    I will be bringing a Personal Support Assistant
       Name: _________________________   Vegetarian   Vegan   Other _________
 Contact us to check your membership status or number, or to join Communication Matters.

Payment:
 I enclose a cheque made payable to ‘Communication Matters’
 I enclose a Purchase Order document; please invoice me
 I am paying by online banking (quoting my name as reference) to: 
        Account  Name: ISAAC UK/Communication Matters | Sort Code: 30-99-55 | Account No. 00195792

Data Protection: Your data will be stored in a secure database which will be accessed by 
Communication Matters personnel only. We may contact you in matters 
related to the event.  Please read our full Privacy Policy: https://www.
communicationmatters.org.uk/privacy-policy.  
I AGREE / DISAGREE to Communication Matters sending me literature on 
courses, events and other relevant information (delete as appropriate). 

Cancellation: Notify in writing by 29 March for a refund (less 10% admin fee); no refunds thereafter.


