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Project outcomes 

  Increase awareness of the need    
 for AAC 
  Increase understanding of current 
 AAC provision 
  Improved access to evidence 
 about  AAC 
  Building research capacity 
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Improved access to evidence 
about AAC - research questions 

 

1. What type of information is required in the 
AAC evidence base?  

2. In what formats should information be 
available to support wider access? 

  



Methodology 

  Participatory Action Research 

  Co-researcher 

  Stakeholder involvement 

  Reflective process  

 

 

 

 



AAC Evidence Base website 
– Focus Groups 

Researchers 

Family members 

Companies 

Charities 

Speech & language 
professionals 

Personal assistants 

People who use AAC 

Medical professionals 

Education professionals 



Key themes - content 
 

 A glossary  
 User experiences 
 Technical specifications of AAC systems & 

devices 
 Decision-making studies 
 Service provision, funding & policy studies 
 Published case stories 
 Fact sheets 
 Discussion forum 
 

 



Peer-reviewed articles 

 A bibliography of AAC articles 

 Links to some articles 

 Working with publishers to secure 
more links 

 Plain English summaries 

 

 



 

www.AACknowledge.org.uk 
 



“ 

 
 

“Wow, it is great!  Love the information and 
accessibility.” 

“A terrific new AAC resource” 

 “A great resource for anyone interested in 
AAC” 

“Lots of good things on the Evidence Base already. 
Hoping our own project can contribute one day.” 

 

 





Looking forward 
 Visit the site & give us your feedback 

  Developing more content 

  Building links with publishers  

  Review at end of first year  



Building research capacity 
 

 The role of the Independent Research 
Panel 

 The case study template 

 The Research Involvement Network 

 

  



The Independent Research 
Panel 

 

 Stakeholder representation 

 Oversight of AAC Evidence Base project 

 Advice and guidance on research strategy 
and activities 

  



The case study template - aims 

 To capture evidence from      
practice 

 To build a bigger picture 

 To support research into AAC 

  



Why does this matter? 
 



Levels of Evidence 

Systematic 
reviews 

Randomised 
controlled trials  

Cohort studies 

Case control studies 

Descriptive studies e.g. single 
case studies 

Expert opinion, textbooks 

? 



Key features 

 Starting point -  Pennington et al (2007) 

 Stakeholder involvement 

 Wider audience 

 Two levels of data 

 

 

 



Case study service 
development 

 Electronic and paper template created 

 Database created 

 First wave of participants recruited  

 Finalising processes for managing the  
service 

 

 

 



The Research Involvement Network 
  



The Research Involvement Network - 
aims 

 To support research into AAC by building a 
list of participants 

 To provide researchers with access to a 
wider range of participants 

 To promote the involvement of people 
who use AAC in all aspects of research 
  



Research Involvement 
Network development 

 Investigated models of similar services 

 Consultation with Independent 
Research Panel, researchers and others 

 Developed procedures, forms, 
marketing 

 Created database 

 

 

 



Research Involvement 
Network development 

 Launched September 
2011 

 100 members to date 

 First research project 
helped 

 

 

 



 

 
Evidence 

A voice 

Knowledge 

Change 





THANK YOU 
 

www.communicationmatters.org.uk 

/research 

www.AACknowledge.org.uk 

research@communicationmatters.org.uk 
 

@Comm_Matters 

#righttoavoice 

 

 


