ALL Scotland

Communication, Access, Literacy and Learning

Where to find Digital Textbooks

Digital Books for learners with print disabilities

There is a legal obligation on schools and local authorities, under the Equality Act, to provide pupils
with accessible versions of learning materials. This is not an optional extra — it is a reasonable
adjustment under the legislation. If a learner cannot access textbooks or learning materials in the
usual printed format, the school / local authority is required to source, or create, an accessible
version. For example, this could be a Large Print paper version, or a Braille version, or a digital
version.

Learners who have difficulty accessing printed textbooks because of a disability are legally entitled
to be provided with versions in formats that they can read and access. A ‘print disability’ can arise
because of visual impairment, dyslexia or other reading difficulty, hearing impairment or specific
language disorder, a learning disability, or physical impairment. Note the English as an Additional
Language is not classed as a print disability.

So, how can schools and local authorities fulfil this legal obligation?

Books for All Scotland Database

School staff in Scotland can download digital books free of charge from CALL Scotland’s Books for All
Scotland Database. The database can be accessed using your Glow login, or with your school’s Scran
account. The database has a range of files covering all ages and stages, mostly in PDF format. There
are some Large Print books that you can download and print out.

The Books for All Scotland Database has digital versions of Scottish Heinemann Maths, Teelay and
Hodder Gibson. The SHM and some of the Teelay books have ‘answer’ boxes where learners can
type answers on screen.
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RNIB Education Collection

The RNIB UK Education Collection provides textbooks and materials for learners with print

disabilities across the UK. It is free to join. The collection has many more files (82,000 at time of

writing) than the Books for All Scotland Database and RNIB have arrangements with most of the UK
school textbook publishers whereby they can source PDFs of most current textbooks, so if the book
you want is not there, it can often be sourced from the publisher.
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The Seeing Ear / National Accessible Library

The Seeing Ear National Accessible Library is a charity providing a database of books for anyone in
the UK who is visually impaired or has a print disability. It is free to join. Most of the titles are fiction

and reading books, although it does have some textbooks.
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Search

Use the form below to search our library. If you get too many or too few results you can try
our advanced search. If you're looking specifically for children's or adults' books, be sure to
select the right category. If you're not sure what to search for you can browse by category.
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